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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 1004 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJECT: MASSAWA CONVOYS RESUME 
REF: ASMARA 0985 (DTG 300650Z NOV 76) 

1 . AS THE FIGHTING ALONG THE KEREN ROAD CAME TO A CLOSE, EPMG 
AUTHORITIES SHIFTED THEIR ATTENTION TO THE MASSAWA-ASMARA ROUTE, 
AND THE FIRST CONVOY LEFT ASMARA ON NOV. 29 (REFTEL). THE RETURN 
CONVOY ARRIVED IN ASMARA IN THE LATE AFTERNOON OF NOV. 30. THIS 
FIRST CONVOY CARRIED BULK FUEL FOR EELPA AND AVGAS. THE CONVOYS 
TRAVELLED BOTH DIRECTIONS WITHOUT INCIDENT. THE 120 KM. TRIP 
TAKES SOME 10 HOURS EACH WAY, AS THE ESCORT FORCES INSIST ON 
SWEEPING THE ROADS FOR MINES, REDUCING THE TRUCKS TO A SNAIL S 
PACE. 

2. A SECOND MASSAWA-BOUND CONVOY OF 30 TANKERS AND 40 DRY GOODS 
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TRUCKS LEFT ASMARA ON DEC. 2 AND IS EXPECTED TO RETURN DEC. 3. 
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THE RESUMPTION OF A REGULAR CONVOY SCHEDULE BETWEEN ASMARA AND 
MASSAWA IS EXPECTED TO QUICKLY RELIEVE SEVERAL SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
WHICH HAVE DEVELOPED DURING THE 1 1-DAY DISRUPTION. THE SHORTAGE 
OF AVGAS IS THOUGHT TO BE OVERCOME. AND EF.LPA IS AGAIN BUILDING 
THEIR STOCKS OF FUEL. EXCEPT FOR SPORADIC SALES OF PREMIUM, 

MOGAS SALES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED ALTHOUGH SUPPLIES IN THE CITY ARE 
REPORTED TO BE ADEQUATE FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. THERE IS NO 
KEROSENE FOR SALE IN ASMARA WHICH CAUSES GREAT HARDSHIP FOR MOST 
RESIDENTS WHO ARE COMPELLED TO COOK WITH THAT FUEL BECAUSE OF 
THE LACK OF FIREWOOD AND CHARCOAL. KEROSENE IS CLEARLY NOT A 
PRIORITY ITEM FOR THE FIRST CONVOYS, BUT IT IS THOUGHT THAT 
IT WILL AGAIN BECOME AVAILABLE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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